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Cheng glows in performance

Angela Cheng can count Maestro Douglas Sanford as a fan.

"I think she is unbelievable," he said before the Saskatoon Symphony Orchestra's Master Series concert at TCU Place on Saturday, also using the term "awe-inspiring."

He was far from the only person wooed by the warmth and energy emitted by this Canadian star.

Cheng joined the SSO to perform Beethoven's Piano Concerto No. 3 in C minor Op.37. The concerto was written at a time when the composer was trying to break free of Mozart's style and find his own distinctive voice. It was an important transition for the composer. Both Mozart's sensibility and Beethoven's brooding intensity are easily detected in the score.

Cheng is known for outstanding work playing Mozart -- in fact she received the Medal of Excellence at the Mozarteum in Salzburg for her interpretations. Over and over she has been reviewed with words such as "sparkle," "shimmer" and "lustrous." In light of this, one question was how Cheng would interpret the concerto in its more grim moments.

But Cheng's talent shines especially brightly in the dark corners of Beethoven's shadowy turns. She deftly moved through the emotional spectrum demanded in the work, from the sweet and playful, to the angry and haunting.

The intensity in the room was palpable: Both in Cheng's engaging performance and in the careful attention offered by the crowd. The only unfortunate moment was when an audience member's watch alarm went off in the middle of a quiet, intense moment. It broke the spell momentarily, but the interruption was quickly forgotten, however, swept away by the passion of Cheng's expressive playing, backed up with restrained consistency by the symphony players.
[…]
A star pianist, a healthy audience and fulfilling performance by the symphony combined to create a meaningful night of music.
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“Over and over [Angela Cheng] has been reviewed with words such as ‘sparkle,’ 


‘shimmer’ and ‘lustrous.’ In light of this, one question was how Cheng would interpret 


[Beethoven Piano Concerto No. 3] in its more grim moments.  


But Cheng's talent shines especially brightly in the dark corners of Beethoven's shadowy turns. 


She deftly moved through the emotional spectrum demanded in the work, 


from the sweet and playful, to the angry and haunting.  The intensity in the room was palpable…”













