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Orchestra makes Holst's 'Planets' fresh and exciting

CHARLESTON, W.Va. - Gustav Holst's "Planets" had its premier performance 90 years ago this month, and, as demonstrated by the West Virginia Symphony Orchestra last night, it remains fresh and exciting without a creaky moment in its hour-long span. 
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Indeed the performance that conductor Grant Cooper shaped was often revelatory, especially in the seventh and final movement, Neptune, the Mystic. Here the slow oscillating five-beat meter was infused with a vibrant energy of swirling celesta, harps and violins. Even the long static harmonies, full of dark instrumental colors, had a propulsive feeling. The combined female voices of the West Virginia Symphony Chorus, Joseph Janisch, conductor, and womanSong Chorale, Emily Capece, conductor, sang ethereally at the close. […]
The pianist Angela Cheng played Saint Saens' Piano Concerto No. 2 with zest. She was at her best in the lyrical moments of the lovely slow opening movement and the whimsical humor of the fleet middle movement.  Her tone was a bit too steely in the loudest passages of the outer movements. But her unflagging precision and clear vision of the piece's architecture were convincing, notably in the finale, a piece I find very hard to like.

Cooper's accompaniment was seamless.

The concert repeats at 8 p.m. tonight at the Clay Center. Go. It is worth the price of a ticket.
Charleston Gazette (West Virginia)
September 20, 2008
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