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Symphony opens season on top of game
Late in his life, English composer Gustav Holst wondered aloud to a colleague whether history would remember him for his music. Grant Cooper and the rocking and rolling West Virginia Symphony Orchestra made a heroic case for Holst's The Planets to soar to the top of the charts of perpetuity. […]
Guest pianist Angela Cheng presented Camille Saint-Saens' Concerto No 2 in G Minor with the orchestra.

This is a grand piano concerto that allowed Cheng's superb technique and solid musicianship to flow through the hall. […]

Because of the total immersion in the music of Leonard Bernstein in my formative youth, I have become less enthusiastic about his work in my latter years, much like a child who gets locked in the chocolate factory overnight and by sunrise cares way less for the exotic treat. If any work of Berstein's serves to ensure the legacy of the composer, it must be The Overture to Candide.

It is remarkably unflawed and exciting and the orchestra ate it for lunch.

Today's and Saturday's concerts to open the orchestra's season should prove to be among the most exciting that I remember. Grant Cooper and the WVSO are at the absolute top of their game and are to be savored like a fine vintage wine.
Charleston Daily Mail (West Virginia)
September 19, 2008

“[Saint-Saens Piano Concerto No. 2] allowed Cheng's superb technique and solid musicianship to flow through the hall.”













